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Dear John:

(1) Many thanks for your another inspiring essay (ATTACHMENT I).
Dear E-Colleagues:

His last one was;
(03/19/06)-B  John Eger's essay "Freeing Cities From Telco and Cable Monopolies"
http://makeashorterlink.com/?O1A123BDC

(3) I agree with you 100% that we have a lot of things to do -- particularly to learn from each other, as I often quote Senator Fulbright’s words;
“Learning together and working together are the first steps towards global peace.”

Thanks again for your very interesting contribution.

Best, Tak



ATTACHMENT I 
From: john eger <jeger@mail.sdsu.edu>
Date: Sun, 26 Mar 2006 13:45:34 -0800
To: john eger <jeger@mail.sdsu.edu>
Subject: I thought you might appreciate the attached article
In The News


The Amman Declaration
Mar 26, 2006 By John Eger

On September 11, 2001, America awakened to a new world order and has been living in fear ever since as it learns increasingly more about Osama bin Laden, Al Qaeda, Islamic fundamentalism and the coming so-called "Clash of Civilizations."
Sadly, as Fareed Zakaria of Newsweek Magazine first reported, we know little about "Why They Hate Us."

Indeed, America knows little about the Middle East, Arab history, culture or commerce, or the concerns of the average Arab citizen, who is as deeply concerned about the war in Iraq, the continuing Middle East conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians, and their image in the rest of the world, as we are. Except for little Dubai which boasts the largest Internet facility in the world, we know little about Arab hopes for an IT future.

In truth, America knows little at all about the Arab world, or indeed most other countries in the world. Part of the problem is historical. Most Americans have been insulated from the trials and tribulations of other nations; buoyed by our relative prosperity, more or less surrounded by water and influenced by media that feeds our obsessions with sports, entertainment, fashion and the topical events of the day.

At a Harvard University conference chaired by David Gergen, former advisor to three presidents and now Director of the Center for Public Leadership at Harvard, he and his colleagues talked about the challenges such ignorance poses for the press and public diplomacy, and expressed their "concern that international news coverage nearly reached a vanishing point in the mainstream press before September 11, 2001."

The reasons for this phenomenon included:
*  "Lack of general interest in international affairs post-Cold War
*  Family ownership of networks being replaced by chains
*  The breaking down of editorials and
*  Cynical evasion of responsibility."

In general, participants at this conference and others in universities and think tanks across America are expressing similar concerns about America's ignorance of world affairs, the state of journalism education in our universities, and asking: "what can and should we do?"

On December 12, 2002, former Secretary of State Colin Powell, building hope for the years ahead, announced a new U.S.-Middle East Partnership. He called it a response to the reality that Queen Rania of Jordan so eloquently termed "the hope gap." In announcing this initiative, Powell said: "It has become clear that we must broaden our approach to the region if we are to achieve success. In particular we must give sustained and energetic attention to economic, political and educational reform. We must work with peoples and governments to close the gulf between expectation and reality [to close] the hope gap."

Powell's remarks were widely reported throughout the Arab world and in Amman, Jordan where I was attending a World Bank Conference on "Children and The City." When I returned to the U.S. a week later I was surprised to find that the U.S. press provided almost no coverage of Powell's initiative.

The meeting in Amman itself was quite extraordinary and worth reporting as it dealt directly with the problems former Secretary Powell was most concerned about, i.e. the education and well being of Arab women and children and their participation in the governing process in the wake of a global "Internet-based " economy.

The conference venue, Amman, was of particular interest. Once known as Philadelphia, or the City of Brotherly Love, Amman is the birthplace of Christianity, Judaism and Islam all three of which are still practiced in the region. Women, in particular, are well integrated into the political and social structure of Jordan. Among the Arab mayors, municipality heads, governors, municipal and community leaders from throughout the Arab republic, women and children were well represented at the conference and played a major role in the "Amman Declaration" on Children and the City.

Under the patronage of Queen Rania, conference delegates committed to new initiatives affecting early childhood development, improving the urban environment to most benefit children, and putting a high priority on educating children for the 21st Century. The City of Tehran, for example, talked of their politically influential "School Mayors of Iran Program" in which students in over a thousand schools participate in each school's governance.

Cairo gave examples of how the children of immigrants in the poorest neighborhoods were learning marketable skills through community-based learning programs; Jordan described a Center for Performing Arts that are integrating theatre into the K-12 curriculum. The study of a second language, of the three great religions, and the integration of the technology and arts into the curriculum are used as a vehicle to enhance global understanding.

Issues of poverty, population growth, children and gender were widely discussed and often heatedly debated, but the interests of the children were always the foremost priority. Clearly, this was a successful conference for its candor, its openness and its message of hope.

Since then little if any visible progress has been made. David Ignatius of The Washington Post called for a "Digital Marshall Plan" calling on Microsoft, IBM and U.S. telecom firms to join forces to help create an information strategy for the region. Other media and news organizations have advocated seminars on "democracy" and "civic journalism." Still others have called for programs to eradicate the Middle Eastern "digital divide" however that might evolve.

It is clear to me that there is hope in the Middle East and hope for the U.S.-.Middle East partnership but somehow nothing seems to happen.

I am not naïve about the challenges we face in fighting the worldwide threat of terror, or the political differences America faces with some Middle East states. But as we learned after the fall of the Berlin wall that there was no "Eastern Bloc," so too we must understand that the Arab region is equally complex and diverse. We know too, that IT solutions to solve social and political problems even at the most local level require popular support most elected officials don't think they have -- or commit to going after -- so, sadly, nothing gets done. Compound that on the world stage by several orders of magnitude and maybe we have discovered the dilemma.

Where is the leadership if not in those global IT companies? Where is the understanding if not on our evening broadcast or daily blogs? U.S. IT companies and U.S. media can and must do much more to understand the world and to help Arab cities take ownership of their communities for the digital age. It is in our economic interest and political survival that we do so.
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