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ECPD International Symposium
NATIONAL AND INTER-ETHNIC RECONCILIATION AND RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE IN THE 
WESTERN BALKANS
Organizer
According to its work plan for 2005, the European Center for Peace and Development (ECPD) of the United Nations University for Peace will organize an international Symposium on national reconciliation and religious tolerance in the Western Balkans. The Symposium will be organized in cooperation with the Japan Fund, which will also provide financial assistance. The Symposium forms part of a larger ECPD international research and educational project entitled "THE BALKANS IN THE 21st CENTURY – The Paths to Building Peace and Stability". It is planned to hold the meeting in Belgrade, 28-29 October 2005, and bring together academics and public both from the Balkans and countries outside the region, as well as figures from international organizations.
The Aim of the Symposium
The aim of the Symposium is – to contribute to the easing of tensions and reconciliation among the peoples of the region and the promotion of religious tolerance in this part of the world.
As is well known, the Western Balkans is the least developed part of Europe. It has remained outside the most European and the Euro-Atlantic integration processes and is heavily burdened by ethnic and religious intolerance. The armed conflicts in the region during the last decade of the 20th century had very grave economic and social consequences, stirring up ethnic and religious animosity still further. In such circumstances, a threat to peace and security could not be eliminated despite bitter lessons from the earlier and more recent past, and it will persist over a longer period. The seriousness of this threat was confirmed, inter-alia, by the events occurred during 2004, in Kosovo, southern Serbia and Macedonia, not to mention the presence of peace-keeping forces in the region, which costs the international community so much.  
This potential threat may turn into an open conflict where the international forces leave the region. For this reason, there is a need to step up efforts towards easing tensions among ethnic and religious groups and preventing the outbreak of new conflicts before foreign troops leave the Western Balkans. Hence the main aim of the Symposium is – to contribute to the preservation of peace and stability in the region after the withdrawal of foreign troups as well. 
The Basic Elements of the Symposium Programme of Work 
The Symposium will bring together more then 30 active participants and about 15 guests and observers. All are expected to take part in its work that will be done a 6 plenary sessions:
The titles of Sessions:

· Necessities and Obstacles to Reconciliation;
· What we can learn from Conflict Resolutions outside of the Balkans;

· The Ways of the Inter-confessional Tolerance;
· Conflict of Prevention and Crisis Management;
· Mass-media, Reconciliation and Tolerance;

· Education for Peace and Tolerance.

Chairmen of each session will formulate the basic questions to be addressed. The panel of experts, chosen for each session, will react to the questions of the Chairman and bring up all other issues they think relevant for the subject discussed. Then other participants may take the floor to give their own views. In this way all participants to the meeting will take part in discussions, both as panelist and discussants. Observers are also welcome to speak. 
Since the time for individuals interventions will be limited, the participants have been asked to prepare – if they wish so – more detailed written statement.

All written contributions will be published in a collection of essays devoted to the Symposium. This pamphlet among with the Concluding statement, will be distributed to the appropriate national and international organizations.

Symposium will be chaired by the renowned Japanese diplomat and public figure, H.E. Takehiro Togo, President of the ECPD Academic Council, while the plenary sessions will be chaired by world-reputed researchers and experts in ethnic and religious relations.
Participants' Costs
Travel and accommodation expenses of the Symposium participants will be covered by the European Center for Peace and Development jointly with the Fund of Japan. Contributions from other national and international organizations to the organizations of this event are welcome.
Basic Information About the Organizer
The European Center for Peace and Development (ECPD) is the international, regional European Center of the United Nations University for Peace. It was established by the Resolution of the University Council (UP-C2/19 of 20 January 1983) and the International Agreement concluded between the Council of the University for Peace and the Yugoslav Government on 22 October 1984. These documents define the basic aims and tasks of the ECPD - "to organize and conduct the appropriate postgraduate studies and research, including the dissemination of knowledge, which contribute to the promotion of peace, development and international cooperation". The mentioned documents also define the status of the ECPD as an international, non-profit organization whose activities cover "Helsinki Europe". To this end, it establishes partner relationships and cooperation with organizations and individuals from all parts of the world. The ECPD covers the costs of its activities out of contributions made by  governmental and non-governmental organizations being interested in its educational and research activities; tuition fees paid by students attending the ECPD international postgraduate courses; registration fees paid by those attending the ECPD international specialist courses and seminars; fees charged for research projects, etc.  
After the changes taking place in Europe during late 1980s and early 1990s, the ECPD shifted its attention primarily to the countries in transition and especially to the countries of  Southeast Europe, that is, to the Balkans and its western part. In accordance with such a policy, the ECPD included in its long-term plan and programme of work the special project entitled "THE BALKANS IN THE 21ST CENTURY – The Paths to Building Peace and Stability”, out of which concrete research projects and educational programmes have evolved and are gradually realized. To this end, the ECPD organizes one or more activities devoted to the building of peace and the promotion of development in the Balkans every year. 
1. In 1998, it completed the research project "The Development Strategy of the Ecological State of Montenegro", which was commissioned by the Montenegrin Government.
2. In November 1999, an international Round Table was held in Ohrid, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, which was devoted to the results of economic transition of the Southeast European countries. It was held with the support and financial assistance of the Macedonian Government.
3. In January 2001, the ECPD international conference on "Organizing Habitation in the Western Balkans" was held in Trento, Italy. It was organized in cooperation with the Trentino-South Tyrol Autonomous Regional Organization.
4. In 2002, there were three regional symposia on the problems of the Balkans and its western part, i.e.:
·  
The European Union and the Balkans – The Paths to Integration". The symposium was held in Belgrade, on 19-21 January. There were 35 participants from a number of European countries and international organizations. The organization of this symposium was supported by the British Westminster Foundation for Democracy. 

·  
In January that same year, Belgrade was the venue of the regional conference "The Development and Improvement of the Performance of the Health Care Systems of the Countries of Southeast Europe (the Balkans). In March 2002, Belgrade also hosted the Specialist Workshop "Mixed Marriages as a Bridge to Interculturality in the Balkans".
The symposia on health care systems and mixed marriages were organized and held in cooperation with the International Academy for Public Administration from Vienna, Austria, which also provided financial assistance.
· In 2003, the ECPD prepared a project on "The Strategy of Long-Term Sustainable Development of the Novi Pazar Region". The project was commissioned by the municipal assemblies of Novi Pazar, Sjenica and Tutin, in south-eastern Serbia.
The ECPD international postgraduate studies and specialist training are organized and conducted for students from all Balkan countries, especially those from its western part. 
In carrying out the programme "The Balkans in the 21st Century”, the ECPD is also planning to organize two international symposia in 2006 – 2007, tentatively on: 1) The Economic Aspects of Ethnic Relations and 2) Education for Peace in the Balkans. The partners and collaborators in the work on these projects are welcome.
June 28, 2005.
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